
January 10, 2024 
Regular Meeting 
 

The Board of School Trustees of Hamilton Heights School Corporation, Hamilton County, Indiana met in regular 
session in the Board Room at the Hamilton Heights Student Activity Center at 6:30 p.m. The following board 
members were in attendance:  Arnett Cooper (physically present); Gretchen Pennington (virtual); Kevin 
Cavanaugh (virtual); Julie Davis (physically present); and Ben Lehman (physically present).  Staff and patrons 
present: Derek Arrowood; Kristin McCarty; and Julia Church Koziki.    
 
The meeting was conducted in accordance to HHSC Board Policy 0164.5 – Member Participation in Meetings 
Through Electronic Means of Communication.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance. President Cooper called the meeting to order at  
6:31 p.m. and turned the meeting over to School Attorney Julie Church Koziki of Church Church Hittle & 
Antrim. 
 
Mrs. Koziki called for the Reorganization of the School Board 
 

• Mrs. Koziki called for the election of Board of Trustees Officers for 2024.  
 

Julie Davis made a motion for the following slate of board officers:  
 

o President:  Gretchen Pennington 
o Vice-President:  Kevin Cavanaugh 
o Secretary:  Julie Davis  

 
Ben Lehman seconded the motion and the motion passed, 5-0. 

 
• Julie Davis then presented Arnett Cooper with a gavel for his service as the 2023 School Board 

President.  
 

Mrs. Koziki called for the Reorganization of the Corporation 
 

• Ben Lehman made a motion to approve the Appointments of the Corporation, including the following 
slate of Committee Members:   

 
o Facility:  Arnett Cooper & Kevin Cavanaugh 
o Finance:  Julie Davis & Ben Lehman 
o Policy:  Gretchen Pennington & Julie Davis 
o Bid Opening:  Ben Lehman & Arnett Cooper 

 
   Julie Davis seconded the motion and the motion passed, 5-0. 
   

• Compensation for School Board members for $2,000 per year + $50 for called meetings was approved, 
5-0, after a motion from Arnett Cooper and a second from Ben Lehman. 

 

• A motion to use Noblesville Times and Hamilton County Reporter newspapers for legal advertisement 
was approved, 5-0, after a motion by Julie Davis and a second by Arnett Cooper. 

 

• Authorization for the Superintendent and Business Manager, or designee for each, to sign agreements 
for alternative services and private residential school placements for the School Board President and 
Secretary during the 2024 calendar year was approved, 5-0, after a motion by Ben Lehman and a 
second by Arnett Cooper.  Exhibit A, 1/10/2024 

 

• Authorization for the Superintendent or designee to approve homebound instruction and instructors 
during the 2024 calendar year was approved, 5-0, after a motion by Julie Davis and a second by 
Gretchen Pennington. 

 

• Authorization for the Superintendent and Business Manager, or designee for each, to apply for grants; 
Title I, Title IIA, Title III, Title IV, NESP, Early Intervention Grant, SSSG and others was approved, 5-0, 
after a motion by Kevin Cavanaugh and a second by Arnett Cooper. 

 



  

  

 

Mrs. Koziki concluded the Reorganization of the School Board and continued through the rest of the agenda 
at the request of the School Board.    

 

The minutes of the December 20, 2023 regular meeting were approved, 5-0, after a motion by Ben Lehman and a 
second from Arnett Cooper.   
 
The following items were discussed concerning Business and Operations: Kristin McCarty 

• The Board of Finance annual meeting was conducted with the following topics reviewed: 
ο Election of President & Secretary – HHSC Board of Trustees Election.  Ben Lehman made 

motion for Gretchen Pennington as President and Julie Davis as Secretary.  Arnett Cooper 
seconded the motion and the motion passed, 5-0. 

ο 2023 Investment Schedule  Exhibit B-1, 1/10/2024 
ο Investment Policy  Exhibit B-2, 1/10/2024 
ο Financial Condition of the School Corporation  Exhibit B-3, 1/10/2024 

• The request to pay claims between the January and February Board meetings was approved, 5-0, after 
a motion by Arnett Cooper and second by Gretchen Pennington.    

• Gretchen Pennington made a motion to approve the CSO Professional Services – additional fees request 
with a second by Julie Davis.  The motion passed, 5-0.  Exhibit C, 1/10/2024 

• The request to advertise for bids for the Master Plan Phase 2 project was approved, 5-0, after a motion 
by Julie Davis and second by Ben Lehman.  Exhibit D, 1/10/2024 

• Arnett Cooper made a motion to approve the Accounts Payable and Payroll Claims with a second by 
Ben Lehman.  The motion passed, 5-0. 
 

New Business: 
 

Ben Lehman made a motion to approve the Personnel Report with a second by Gretchen Pennington.  The 
motion was passed, 5-0.  Exhibit E, 1/10/2024 
 
Kevin Cavanaugh made a motion to approve the Requests with a second by Gretchen Pennington.  The motion 
passed, 5-0.  Exhibit F-1, 2, 3, 1/10/2024 
 

• Conflict of Interest Disclosures 
ο Tom Williams 
ο Jennifer Kauffman 
ο Rodney Cummings 

 
There being no further business to be brought before the Board of School Trustees, the meeting was adjourned 
at 6:46 p.m. after a motion by Kevin Cavanaugh, second by Gretchen Pennington and a vote of 5-0. 
 
The next regular School Board meeting is February 21, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at Hamilton Heights Student Activity 
Center. 
 
 

APPROVED: 
 
 
Gretchen Pennington  Kevin Cavanaugh  
President Vice President 
  
 
 
 
Julie Davis Ben Lehman 
Secretary Member 
 
 
 
   
Arnett Cooper 
Member 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1T36MaeixkjMdoXqFqdWSwU7RnIulvkYv&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TY_WLy6mm1p7pwNaUpmn1nqSjVS_LVko&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TT1i0M3FsbWnW0ubXGoiy-giWE1zhaLV&usp=drive_fs

